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ih ’ 16 at length, to escape from them all. This, however, ed home as possible. T took the road to the river, 
ORIGINAL MORAL ‘PA LES. was not possible. My lameness increased, and I and, to my great surprise, | found a pathway cut 
\ could not walk a step without intense pain. I be- |in the rock, which led to the sands. Often as I had 
POLYDORE CROSEY. ' came thin, and began, as they all took delight m ssearched for a road to the river-side, | never saw 


telling, to look gray and old. I suffered even for||this one. I descended, but with difficulty, for my 

“1 bevan to crawl about,” said Mr. Lenox, re-|| the want of common necessaries. I was constantly any which ws ver rad . moun nt ceased eokuing, 

e outa “a | either hungry or thirsty ; and, in short, all my re- | Was bow so exquisitely painful, that I did not dare 

uming his narrative; “but the pain in my heel Gnement—the work of years—left me. I was guil-|| put it to the ground. 1 descended slowly, and, at 

was still so great that I could scarcely bear tt. 1) bir tal the most abject meannesses to obtain what I jlength, reached the bottom. IT had just wound 

we could not walk without crutches, for a protuberance} vn gle sot i a remembered the inheritance | around a litt projection, when 1 heard footsteps 

had formed on my heel. I wandered about, unno- ‘to which I had ws born. The loss of my Emily |burrying down the hill. I scarcely breathed. I 

ticed by any one. 1 saw strangers come and go. podbean to be the caly thing uppermost ia on mind. | turned, and saw an opening in the rock. I crept 

They all looked at me with pity, but no one ap- 1 was always sensible to that and I felt a gloomy ||in. Luckily it was deep enough to hide me. I 

proached me, and I mechanically walked into the} ee ay Pires “ted song to all joy. My |!stood still. I heard the steps approach nearer and 

house, where the man (Julius Casar, as he would) a scsieeidlion a i. wandering te the woods, || nearer—they were opposite to the rock where I 

always be called) provided me with just enough to | cslecent # enaha ole tear tent, will hunger compelled |jstood. I saw both Julius Caesar and the woman 

keep me from starving, and no more. As to the hee a coidialiie The children—devils, 1 should call||looking towards the water. They were evidently 

woman, I never went near her. ‘The man I could | them—found out my haunt, and they followed me ||in pursuit of me. ‘He cannot have come this way, 

tolerate, but she was too disgusting. I suffered my ‘to my solitude. I could not move without them. | said the man, ‘for there lies the boat, and there is 

beard to grow, and my clothes soon became ragged. ‘Three of them (the three eldest) were the most in-|)00 other way for him to pass.’ They stood still a 

Every few weeks the man obliged me to sign a | genious in tormenting me. I never turned without | moment or two. They seemed to be debating in a 

check to a considerable amount, and I determined | seeing one of them either making faces at me or|,low voice. She urged him to go to the other side. 
to do so until my own private fortune should be |) ’ 

exhausted. 1 never spoke nor smiled. I roamed |) 


(Concladed.) 
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pelting me with pebbles. I had been one whole | 1 thought that they would never leave the spot.— 
|| night kept awake with noise and the fumes of to-) The man, at length, got in the boat, and 1 heard 
about unnoticed, and shunned the inhabited part of) pacee and wine. My room seemed filled with vile | the splashing of the oars in the water. The woman 
the island entirely, One morning I had gone to! jooking people, who now and then came to the bed | disappeared. I knew not which way to turn. | 


my accustomed walk. I was leaning against a tree,|) whore | lay, to see if I were asleep. 1 thought that hesitated for a few moments, and then dete rmined 
ito wait until the man returned, and then get in the 


in deep thought. An old woman that I had seen} my life was in danger, and I crept softly from my 

several times in my walks, approached me. She} eot to the door. It was daylight. 1 had lain all boat, and make my escape. It Was now sunset. I 

wished me joy. ‘Joy!’ said I—* what joy ?’— night, unable, of course, to close my eyes. The} Saw the broad disk of the sun dip into the water, 

Mavni ‘Why, your wife has a son.’ * My wite !—no wife] jittle fountain in front of the door attracted me. I!|and I heard the dash of the oars approaching the 
of mine. I do not own her. It is no son of mine, | stooped to drink, when my head was suddenly push- shore. The man returned, anchored the boat op- 

T assure you.’ * Whose, then? ‘ Why, if she really} ed down by one of the little imps, who had followed | posite to where I lay hid, and disappeared from 

has a son, it must be Julius Cresar’s.’ * Julius fiddle-/) me out. I attempted to strike him—but I forbore,| my sight. I waited until the bright full moon came 
ane stick !’ said she: ‘1 tell you that I know you are | for I knew that I should be made to suffer for it. I sailing gloriously over my head, and shed her soft 
«oa married to the woman; and, good or bad, you} stood still. I distinetly recollect my thoughts at! light over the waters. [then crept softly from my 
fa hill must own your son.’ IT turned my head from the!) that moment. My life had become a burthen. 1, hiding place. 1 reached the shore, and oh! my 
vedi oat old woman, and was in my usual reverie. ‘ What!” grew desperate. I walked on. I knew that the} friends, judge of my joy, when I recognised my 
ot said she, shaking me ; ‘do you receive my news|} children would follow me. I pretended to take no }own little boat—the same that had brought me to 
, so coolly ? Does not the Scripture bid us rejoice |} notice of them, but hurried on as fast as my crutches | this detested island! 1 was a long time in getting 
lid drop when a man-child is born? I do not know, how-|} would let me, and gained the woeds. ‘They still | into the boat, and finally raising the anchor, § row- 
big Lt try ever,’ muttered she, ‘why there should be more} pursued me, shouting and reviling, uatil I came to||ed from the shore. 1 seemed to breathe freer, now 
rejoicing for a man-child than for a woman.’—|\ an old well. I halted. They all came arourd me. || that I was released from the island. The thirst and 

‘Why, you fool,’ said 1,‘ was not a man born first?’|| The curb had been destroyed, and we stood at the || heat that had so constantly oppressed me, subsided. 
+ head ‘Oh, true,’ said she, and moved nimbly away.—} brink. I saw them whisper to one another. They ||] seemed to gain new life, and notwithstanding that 
dea Would not any one suppose, from what | have been meant, as | thought, to push me in. I harangued||I had not eaten any thing that day, and that I was 
ound saying, that I was quite as much a lunatic as any of || them for a few moments. I told them that I had/|| suffering for the want of rest, yet my fears of being 
» wround them’ I was afraid of it myself, but Zera Colburn | discovered a treasure, and that, if they would sana taken by the wretches lent vigour to my arm, and 
ee, nor! could not caleulate more clearly than I did. But!) close together, (I counted seven of them,) 1 would | I soon found myself near the opposite shore. It 
he g this is nothing to my story. Suffice it to say that/|tell them where it was. ‘Come close this way,’|| was a strange place to me. I could not tell exactly 
[was not insane. I saw the child, and I never saw|| said 1: ‘Thave brought you thus far, that you might|| where I was. I saw people moving about on the 
so ugly a one. The winter set in, and I was obliged| yet out of the hearing of those odious people.’— || shore. 1 determined to make my story known, and 
'o remain within doors. I was soon compelled to| They came close to me. I breathed short and|jclaim their pity. Of course, I meant to keep the 
take eare of this hateful child. I sat for hours rock-|| quick. I hesitated. They looked at me seamen murder a secret. The moon shone brightly. J 
ing it in its eradle. This child was but the forerun-'|| 1 summoned up resolution; and, making a sudden | heard voices as 1 neared the shore. A number ot 
her of others. ‘They sprung up like mushrooms.|| and violent effort, I pushed them all in the well.— |] men were waiting eayerly for my landing. 1 touch- 
ee : had scarcely recovered from the shock of one, be-||'To this moment I hear their screams, which, one 'jed the sands. ‘The men approached, looked eat 
lore another was announced ; and what was worse|| by one, sunk in suffocating sobs, and I staid until | nestly in my face, and shouting out, ‘Ttis he! I 
AN . than all, as soon as they could walk, they began to! the last splashing, the last bubble had disappeared, | is the murderous wretch ! Drag him along.’ 'They 
<— torment me. As they multiplied, I think there|| and then left the spot. Now that 1 had*gotten rid || passed a rope around my body, and drove me up 
we were twins several times—my troubles increased in'|| of those tormentors, I did not feel the happier. I\the country, scoffing and reviling me at every step. 
*; 7 Proportion. They tormented me day and night.—|| did not disturb myself about the murder. I did not) They called me murderer—murderer of my own 
ian il I could neither sleep nor eat: go where I would,|| seem to feel it in the least. I only feared the ven-||children. I begged to be heard. I wished to te!! 
Saas they crossed my path, and the more they found) geance of the two maniacs, who would surely re-|i them, that although I might have drowned the chil 
ved for ® that I was annoyed, the more they strove to irvi-} venge theirdeath. It seemed to be about noon when || dren, yet that I was not the father ef such a toad- 
‘ate me. I became alinost frantic, and determined, ! I left the well. I hurried on as far from my wretch- {like brood. ‘ They are as ugly, gentlemen,’ bawled 
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